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The goal of the Missionary Society is to create mission awareness and to 
develop and implement programs of missions that will help to minister to 
the needs of our community, nation and foreign nations with the 
resources of the Church, as we seek to obey the Great Commission. 

What is the Missionary Society



3

The Bible is clear on the importance of Missions.

The Bible is actually a Missionary handbook. Examine the words of Jesus Christ:

"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you: and lo I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. 
Amen"   Matthew 28:19-20

Why get involved?

Explain the Missionary Colors:

The purpose of the Mission and Outreach Ministry is to reach those who are 
outside the walls of our Church with the message and the love of Jesus Christ. 
We do this by ministering to all we meet.

What is the objective?
The objectives of this ministry are: 

(1) to stimulate a missionary spirit in the men, women and children of the church by 
prayer and study of the missionary message of the Bible;

(2) to engage in assigned and directed community missions activities; and 

(3) to contribute regularly to home and foreign missions. 

What is the purpose?

Whit e: The white symbolizes and reflects the holiness of God and signifies 
peace, purity and the Holy Spirit

Gold or  Yellow : Signifies sunshine, grace and the riches of God's blessing, 
security, brightness, energy & life.

Red: Signifies the blood of Jesus which was shed on Calvary for the remission of 
sin. It also  signifies His great love and His eternal care

Blue: Royal Blue is symbolic of the world and God's word and His eternal truth 
and love

Purple: signifies majesty
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Alabama State Baptists assist with Hurricane Disaster Relief
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Missionary Circle 1:

Open to All Adult Women

Meeting Time: Tuesday after 1st Sunday ? 6:00pm

 

Missionary Circle 2:

Open to All Adult Women

Meeting Time: 1st Monday ? 6:00pm

 

Missionary Circle 3:

Open to All Adult Women

Meeting Time: 3rd Tuesday ? 6:00pm

 

Dayspr ing Circle:

Open to All Adult Women

Meeting Time: 3rd Tuesday ? 12:00pm

 

Brot herhood Organizat ion:

Open to All Adult Men

Meeting Time: Every 1st Friday ? 6:00pm 

Yout h Mission:

Meeting Time: Wednesdays at 6:30 pm

 January, April, July and October 

Missionary Ministries & Meeting Times
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The Brotherhood

- Assist in building homes with Habitat for 
Humanity Program, Madison County

- Team with Emergency Home Repair 
Program 

- Serve with Meals on Wheels
- Collaborate with "Serving the City as One"
- Unite with CASA Assistance ( Care 

Assurance System for the Aging and 
Homebound )

- Iron Chef Competition

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

HISTORY
First Missionary Baptist Brotherhood 
Organization was organized on November 12, 
1953. The Brotherhood Organization was 
formed as an outgrowth of a need for a greater 
level of fellowship, service and participation in 
church related activities by the men of the 
church. They are a part of the Missionary Society 
and they meet on the first Friday of each month. 
These meetings include a Bible Study, which is 
followed by a business meeting. We have had a 
host of outstanding speakers participate during 
these gatherings.

Meets First Fridays in the Gym at 6 p.m.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Circle 1

- Regular home visits to homebound circle 
members and members of the general church 
congregation

- Providing Easter eggs to patients at two local 
nursing homes

- Lunch preparation for Aquarius Club
- Thanksgiving fruit baskets for sick and shut-in 

circle members
- Angel Tree

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

HISTORY
In 1969 under the pastorate of Reverend H. P. 
Snodgrass and the leadership of Sister Francis Swoope, 
the Missionary Society was divided into four circles 
representing the four directions? north, south, east 
and west.  The north circle became known as Circle 1.  
When Circle 1 was formed there were four members ? 
Sisters Thelma Fuqua, Georgia McCloud, Rose 
Blackburn and Dorothy Bowen (deceased).  Sister 
Thelma Fuqua was elected chairperson and faithfully 
served until 1991.  Sister Eleanor Batts was elected 
chairperson in 1991 and served for two years.  

Meets Tuesday after 1st Sunday ? 6:00pm
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Circle 2

- Downtown Rescue Mission Service 
Projects

- Preparing Aquarius Club lunches 
- Supporting Grandparents Program 

of Brookshire Healthcare Facility 
- Angel Tree
- Visiting sick and shut in
- Gathering toiletries for the needy

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

HISTORY
Circle 2 was organized in the early sixties by 
Sister Frances Swoope under the pastorate 
of Reverend H. P. Snodgrass.  The first 
chairperson was Mrs. Flauzell Binford.   
During this time the circle met at the 
member?s home every Monday and the 
lessons were taken from the book entitled 
?The Worker?.  Some of the projects during 
this time included visiting the sick and 
shut-in (homes, hospitals, and nursing 
homes); and providing care packages, fresh 
fruits and pastries for nursing home 
patients.  Meals were also provided to 
shut-ins as a project of the circle.  A yearly 
Friendship Tea was held to provide funds for 
various projects. 

Meets 1st Monday ? 6:00pm
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Circle 3

- The circle adopted a family with eight boys ranging in age from 7 years 
to 16 years of age.  Fellowship with the family was in the form of a picnic 
twice a year on church grounds; School supplies were provided each 
year

- Circle 3 members gathered monthly for many years to stuff envelopes 
for the Mustard Seed Ministry

- Circle 3 has adopted two nursing facilit ies, Friend?s House and Haven for 
Greater Living.  We visit each facility on holidays to sing and fellowship 
with residents

- We have assisted a classroom in need at Dawson Elementary and have 
provided uniforms for students, as well as school supplies

- Angel Tree 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

HISTORY
In 1941, with the Missionary 
Society of First Missionary Baptist 
Church was first organized, 
Mission Circles were divided into 
geographic regions within the city; 
Northwest. Northeast and 
Southeast. Today, Circle 3 
represents what was originally 
described as the Southeast Circle.

Meets Third Tuesdays  at 6 p.m.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Dayspring Circle

- Purchasing a goat for a village in Africa
- Reading projects at local schools
- Nursing Home Activity Sponsor : hosting fun-filled 

auction enabling residents to bid  for toiletries; included 
a real auctioneer

- Hosting Christmas Party for Meadow Hills Initiative
- Hosting Bible Sessions at the home of sick and shut in
- Preparing lunches for Aquarius Club
- Angel Tree

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

HISTORY
Dayspring Missionary Circle was organized around 
1995 when the need for a day-time missionary circle 
arose. It had been surveyed that a percentage of 
church members preferred not to travel or drive in 
the evening, yet still maintained a desire to be a part 
of a missionary circle. An interest group meeting was 
called by Sister Lelia Gray; additionally, Mrs. Dorothy 
Gurley, Mrs. Willie Belle Alexander and Mrs. Denise 
Swain took early leadership roles. 

Meets 3rd Tuesdays at Noon

Dayspring 
Christmas 
Fellowship
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Youth Mission
 The Youth Missions 
Ministry combines 
systematic biblical 
instruction with practical 
opportunities for young 
people to engage in 
outreach and acts of 
service on behalf of the 
local community and 
congregation. 

- African American Heritage Curriculum
- Remembering the Past Workshop and Panel Discussion about the 

Civil Rights Movement, featuring Reverend Earla Lockhart & Deacon 
Gilliam Carpenter

- SWAG: (Someone Who Adores God) Worship Wednesdays
- Cozy Drive (collecting hats, gloves & scarves for the needy)
- Back to Bible Basics
- Bible Bowl
- Bible Jeopardy

Meets Wednesdays at 6:30pm, January, April, 
July and October. 

PURPOSE
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123 N 321 E New York City, NY 10007 - email@website.com - ht tp:/ /website.com - 1-555-555-5555

Youth Mission 
attending State 
Convention in 
Selma, Alabama

Youth Mission & Youth Advisors 
attending National Congress of 
Christian Education in Dallas, 
Texas
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"Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the 
mysteries of God. Moreover, it is required in stewards that one be found 

faithful."    1 Corinthians 4:1-2

What is Mission Stewardship?

What are Mission Responsibilities?
The follow ing statements concerning our Missionary Education comes from 
our Missionary Worker?s Manual: 

1.The or igin of  Missions:  Their ultimate, primary origin is in the love of God 
our Saviour, who would have all men to be saved, and come to the 
knowledge of the truth.? 1 Timothy 2:3-4 and John 3:16

2. The Message of  Missions: ?And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved? Acts 2: 21

3. The Met hod of  Missions: Jesus said, "It was necessary for the Christ to suffer 
and to rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And you are 
witnesses of these things."  Luke 24: 46-48.

4. The Mot ive of  Missions:  "For the love of Christ compels us"  2 Corinthians 
5:14

5. The Power  of  Missions: It is the Holy Spirit whom God hath granted unto 
them that obey Him. The entire Book of Acts is a testimony to this. Acts 5:32

6.The Goal of  Missions: It is that every man and woman in all the earth shall 
acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour and that justice shall reign in 
all the earth.  "The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!?  Revelation 11:15.
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Since 1992, The church has 
partnered with Habitat for Humanity 
to pay for and build over ten homes.
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MISSIONARY SOCIETY HISTORY
The Missionary Society is the oldest organization of the First Missionary Baptist 
Church, which originated while the church was on Steele Street during the 
pastorate of the Reverend C. N. Perry.  His wife, Sister Perry, organized what was 
then called a Mission Board with Sister Mary Turner as president.  Among the 
other members were Sisters Sylvia McDonald, Octavia Jones, and Sarah Outlaw.  
When Sister Turner left the city, the organization experienced a period of 
inactivity.  However, in 1931, during the pastorate of Reverend A. J. James, the 
organization became active again.  After reorganization, the officers of the group 
included Sister F. L. Swoope, president; Sister Roberta Eldridge, vice president; 
Sister Sarah Outlaw, secretary; Sister Kate Hunter, treasurer; and Sister Lina Lowe, 
chaplain.

In 1941, when Reverend Oscar Tucker became pastor, Sister Sarah Outlaw was 
elected as president of the organization.  Some time between 1941 and 1949, 
Reverend Tucker organized the Society into the following departments: the 
Sunbeam Band, the Red Circle, Crusaders, the Y.W.A. and the Matrons.  At this 
time many members worked hard with the youth, encouraging bible study, and 
promoting the development of talents, and leadership potential.

After continued activity during the pastorates of the Reverends Matthews and 
Drew, the Missionary Society grew extensively under the pastorate of the 
Reverend H. P. Snodgrass (1949 - 1973).  During the early 1950's, the organization, 
continuing under the leadership of Sister Sara Outlaw, was divided into circles, 
only two at first? the Northwest Circle with Sister Katie Powers as president and 
the East Circle with Sister Mae B. Teague as president.  In 1957 when Sister 
Outlaw?s health failed and she had to move to Nashville, Sister Swoope returned 
to the presidency.

Sister Swoope expanded the circle plan so that members would not have to travel 
so far to meetings.  The following circles were organized: The Northeast circle; the 
Northwest circle; the Southeast circle; the Matrons; and the H. P. Snodgrass circle.  
The youth organizations included the Baptist Young Women, the Junior and Senior 
Red Circles, the Sunbeam Band and the Crusaders.  In 1978, Sister Rosetta James 
followed Sister Swoope as president of the Missionary Society.  Under her 
leadership the organization continued to be active in carrying out its mission 
objectives.
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Today the Missionary Society is 
composed of four circles and the 
Brotherhood Organization.  The circles 
include Dayspring, Circles 1, 2, 3 (these 
replaced the Northeast, Northwest and 
Southeast circles respectively) 

The Joint Missionary Society strives to 
be an essential growing ministry of the 
church.

First Missionary Baptist Church locations

Clockwise from top left:

Old House on West Clinton Street; 

Steele Street Church location; 

Church Street location (Downtown Huntsville); 

current Blue Spring Road location.

A brief history of former missionary circles (no longer meeting)

Matrons

The Matrons circle was organized at First Baptist in 1951 during the pastorate of the 
Reverend H. P. Snodgrass.  Sister Sarah B. Outlaw was president of the Missionary Society, 
at the time and Sister Eva B. Burns served as the first president of the Matrons.  Sister 
Ninell Gurley was first secretary and Sister Julia Toney served as the first advisor to the 
group.  During the first year of the organization over 20 people became members.

Snodgrass-Parker

The Snodgrass-Parker circle was organized by Sister Mary B. Parker.  This circle was 
established in 1974 to encourage women and men, who were not part of any other 
mission circle to become active in the mission activities.  The circle is named after 
Reverend H. P. Snodgrass and Sister M. B. Parker, the circle?s first president. The circle 
retained the tradition of meeting in the home and serving a meal prior to the meeting.

Disciples for Christ 

Active during the mid-1990s, Disciples for Christ served to attract young women to 
mission ministry.
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MISSIONARY SOCIETY LEADERSHIP

PRESIDENTS  OF
GENERAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY
Sist er  Mary Turner

Sist er  F.L.  Swoope 1931-1941,1957-1977

Sist er  Sara Out law  1941-1957

Sist er  Roset t a Jam es 1978-1992

Sist er  Lelia Gray 1993-1996 

Sist er  Roset t a Wil l iam s 1997-2002

Sist er  Ann Davis 2003-2004

Sist er  Pear l Wat son 2006-2010

Sist er  Mary Posey 2011-2013

Sist er  Carol Woods 2014-2017

Minist er  Cynt hia Car t er   2018-

YOUTH MISSION 
CHAIRPERSONS
Sist er  Mar jor ie Cam pbell

Sist er  Dorot hy Gur ley

Sist er  Virgin ia Gilchr ist

Minist er  Pr iscil la Mont gom ery

Deacon Will ie Lit t lepage

Sist er   Gladys Ayokanm bi

Brot her  Davian Mat t hews

Sist er  Carol Woods 

Sist er  LaDonna McCann

Deacon Melvin McCann

"Jesus said,   "I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have 
labored, and you have entered into their labors."  John 4:38 (NKJV)

"Jesus said,  "I am sending you to harvest crops in fields where others have done all 
the hard work"  John 4:38  (Contemporary English Version)
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MISSIONARY SOCIETY INVOLVEMENT
CONVENTIONS

- Alabam a St at e Missionary 
Bapt ist  Wom en?s Auxil iary 
Convent ion 

- Nor t h East  Dist r ict  St at e 
Convent ion

- Muscle Shoals Associat ion 
Nor t hwest

- Nat ional Bapt ist  Convent ion, 
USA Inc.

- Yout h  convent ion at  
Alabam a St at e Convent ion

MISSION PROJECTS
- Prepar ing Aquar ius Club Lunches 
- Serving  t he Cit y as One
- Meals on Wheels
- Meadow Hil ls  In it iat ive
- Adopt ed fam il ies
- St uf fed envelopes for  t he Must ard 

Seed Minist ry
- Nursing hom es Visit s 
- Keenage Day  Senior  Mission
- Prayer  Break fast
- Nat ional Day of  Prayer
- Bapt ist  Wom en Wor ld Day of  

Prayer
- Angel Tree
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A  word from our Pastor 

Our Missionary Society is 
comprised of dedicated men and 
women who give fruitful hours of 
labor to advance the kingdom of 

God in this church, this 
community and in the global 

community. I am thankful to each 
one for their dedication to the 

study of the word of God and the 
application of that study in active 

service in every dimension of 
kingdom work. May God continue 

to bless the love of your hearts 
and the labors of your hands.
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The Missionary Society of First Missionary Baptist Church 
has been serving since 1931

3509 Blue Spring Road, Huntsville Alabama 35810  - www.fmbc.org   -  256-852-6665
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