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Going Across the Street and Overseas:
Our Discipleship-Missions Mandate
Greetings, Beloved. This month,
I seek to set forth a vision for the
discipleship and missions ministries
of our congregation to follow up
on our conversations this past
spring. In the first chapter of the
Acts of the Apostles, the risen Jesus
commands his disciples not to leave
Jerusalem, but to wait for a baptism
of the Holy Spirit, the promised
gift of the Father. When He is asked
about the timing of the restoration
of Israel’s kingdom by his closest
followers, he doubles down on the
task of witnessing that they are to
undertake, first in Jerusalem and
from there, everywhere. As this was
the ascension scene that preceded
the birthing of the global witness
of the church at the first Christian
Pentecost, it remains an important
model of discipleship and missions
engagement for the Christian
congregations today—or, at least, it
should.
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toward the community surrounding
our campus. Our earnest attempt
to go across the street begins this
month with outreach initiatives in
the Mount Vernon neighborhood.
Building upon the clean-up event
of last summer, several ministries
will go door-to-door meeting and
greeting residents on behalf of our
congregation to establish genuine
rapport and relationship. We cannot
assume to know the needs of our
neighbors, so we must go to listen
and respond. In too many instances
people who were recipients of
ministry care were made to feel like
objects of another’s missionary zeal,
rather than as an equal, a fellow
sojourner who needed a partner.
In this regard, we are sensitive to
be educated on the concerns of our
neighbors and to prepare ourselves
to respond as loving and caring
disciples of Jesus.

Towards the end of the twentieth
century, participation in foreign
missions waned among mainline
protestants in America, as growing
criticism swirled about the spread
of imperialism under the guise of
missional endeavors. Now, with
an increasing population of the
religiously unaffiliated (about 3-in10 adults) giving evidence to a
secularizing shift in the country,
America is itself a missions field for
ministry.

In addition to the Mount Vernon
Neighborhood Outreach, we will
strengthen strategic partnerships
with other local and regional
non-profit organizations that are
committed to serving the least of
these. You will hear of opportunities
to serve residents in Lowndes County
who are facing horrendous sanitation
conditions even in the third decade
of the twenty-first century as well
as initiatives to increase active
citizenship and participation in the
democratic process.

In keeping with the pattern of
witness that Jesus commands – at
home and then abroad – we are
redirecting attention and efforts

From there we will go overseas,
continuing our support of our
Baptist brothers and sisters in
Malawi and surrounding countries

on the continent. Already, we have
been invited to join with three
congregations in the United States
in sponsoring the building of a
school in the African nation for the
training and preparation of clergy
to serve their respective churches
and communities. We can rise to this
challenge through our participation
with So Send I You, Inc. and expand
our global footprint. Toward this
end, we will prepare to support a
delegation of disciple-members to go
to Malawi in the summer of 2023 for a
short-term missions assignment.
Whether at home in Huntsville or
around the globe, one thing must
be clear, missions is the work of the
whole congregation and not just the
efforts of those who affiliate with
the various missions circles. Yes,
we invite others to join and share in
the work, but if you never associate
with the missions society in name,
you are not exempt from the work,
as is commanded by Jesus. I am
encouraged by the youth ministry’s
missions initiative this month and
look forward to more intentional
collaboration to get our youth
disciples involved in this essential
ministry.
As we observe our annual Missions
Sunday this month, let us recommit
to the important work of making a
difference in people’s lives on behalf
of the God we meet in Jesus Christ.
Let’s touch the world by changing
lives.

COMMISSION or OMISSION?
Missions Weekend 2022

by Sister Phyllis McMillan and Reverend Carolyn Landry

God has bestowed blessings unto
each of us and He has put us
here to complete His order and
His instructions to "Go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded
you." This indeed is The Great
Commission!
As missionaries we must continue
to pray for God’s guidance to
build relationships within our
communities and globally. We
must have a relevant outreach
with others to spread the love of
God and to proclaim the Word
as we pray for strength and
confidence to do what is pleasing
to the Lord. Our home and foreign
mission work must be intentional

as we seek to become one of the The mission of SO SEND I YOU,
most loving churches in all the INC. is to spread the gospel
world.
of Jesus Christ, educate and
cultivate missional leaders and
Save the Date: Join the Missionary congregations, develop missional
Department for a churchwide partnerships to expand our
mission work in the Mt. Vernon reach and interests for the cause
Neighborhood, Saturday June of Christ. We do this through
25, 2022, as we minister to our building churches, providing
neighbors.
Christian Education along with
food and health resources. 
So he answered and said, “ ‘You
shall love the Lord your God with Compelled
by
the
Great
all your heart, with all your soul, Commission, we lead with a
with all your strength, and with all passionate
commitment
to
your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as Gospel witness in every context
yourself.’ ” Luke 10:27
and people group, foster
multidirectional
partnerships
Stay
tuned
for
mission that connect individuals and
opportunities
through churches, and encourage global
partnership with the following mission and evangelism.
organizations:
American Baptist Churches USA
One of the primary objectives of is a Christ-centered, biblically
the National Baptist Convention, grounded, ethnically diverse
USA, Inc., is to promote home people called to radical personal
and foreign mission as we work discipleship in Christ Jesus. Our
with the local pastors at home commitment to Jesus propels us
and abroad. We are currently to nurture authentic relationships
supporting 11 Mission Stations with one another; build healthy
in the continent of Africa, the churches;
transform
our
Caribbean and Central America. communities, our nations and our
With God’s leading and your world; engage every member in
support, we have plans to open hands-on ministry; and speak the
several more stations in the prophetic word in love. Through
coming year.
the cross of Christ we embrace the
world as neighbor.
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FMBC READER'S CORNER
2022 SUMMER READING SUGGESTIONS FOR FAMILIES

Whether looking to connect with your child through reading or appreciate a good book yourself, we have
reading suggestions for you for the summer. Below are only a few, but you can visit readbrightly.com and
bookauthority.com for more suggestions.
BABIES AND TODDLERS
• Love Makes a Family by Sophie Beer
• Lullabies and Poems for Children edited by Diana Secker Larson
• Love Always Everywhere by Sarah Massini
• I Love You Just Like This! by Sesame Workshop
• Kindness Counts 123 by R.A. Strong, illustrated by Ekaterina Trukhan
AGES 6-8
• Melody Lifts Her Voice (American Girl) by Bria Alston, illustrated by Parker-Nia Gordon and Shiane Salabie
• Dinosaur Club: The T-Rex Attack by Rex Stone
• The Case of the Missing Cheetah by Veronica Mang
• The Secret Explorers and the Moon Mission by S.J. King
• Nature Lover #6 by Kelly Starling Lyons, illustrated by Nneka Myers
• J.D. and the Hair Show Showdown by J. Dillard, illustrated by Akeem S. Roberts
AGES 9-12
• Dragons in a Bag by Zetta Elliott
• The Smartest Kid in the Universe by Chris Grabenstein
• A Good Kind of Trouble by Lisa Moore Ramée
• Honest June by Tina Wells, illustrated by Brittney Bond
• Back to Life: World History as You’ve Never Seen it Before By DK
FAMILY
• A Letter to My Son by Michael Ian Black
• The Crossover by Kwame Alexander
• So the Next Generation Will Know; Preparing Young Christians for a Challenging World by Sean McDowell,
J. Warner Wallace, and Foles Nick
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JRS CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER AND ACADEMY
CONGRATULATIONS 2022 GRADUATES!
Dr. Alexander's Kindergarten Scholars

Ava
Bell

Alexis
Cason

Kennedi
Clark

Jabari
Elliott

Winston
Gilstrap

Jillian
Ortiz-McBride

Zoey
Peters

Aiden
Petty

Brenden
Porter

Carron
Thompson

Zander
Moore

Ms. Fomby's Kindergarten Scholars

Londyn
Acklin

Ava
Gladys

Morgan
Graham

Greyson
Hughes

Nathan
Jaxon

Jason
Kennemer

Imani
McKoy

Bayleigh
Speer

Taurean
Thompson

Beielle
Watson

Jay
White

Gabrielle
Williams

Mr. Cunningham's 5th Grade Scholars

Aiyah
Ellison

Xavier
Maldonado

Elijah
Tabb
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Congratulations High School Graduates
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James Abraham III
Sparkman High School

Amanda Paige Davis
Sparkman High School

John-Paul Wilson Gilmore
James Clemens High School

Kenneth Jermon Hall
Sparkman High School

Kourtland Harmon
James Clemens High School

Alicia Walker
New Century Technology
High School

Jada Watkins
Sparkman High School

Maniya G. Woods
Lee High School

Congratulations College Graduates

Sydney M. Batts
Justin Alexander Benson
Alabama Agricultural and
University of North
Mechanical University
Alabama

Lauren Elise Boustani
Birmingham-Southern
College

Jessica Nicole Boustani
Birmingham-Southern
College

Minister Robert Clark
Huntsville Bible College

Zakiya L. Evans
Louisiana State University
Shreveport

Karris Harmon
University of Alabama

Janeen Johnson
St. Thomas University

Macario C. Kelley
University of South
Alabama

Joi Chrysten Kilpatrick
Brenau University

Candace McCoy
Tuskegee University

Alec Wayne Nunn
University of Alabama
School of Law

Danielle Spencer
University of Alabama

Jessica Katelyn Turnage
Howard University

Maya Elizabeth Walker
Jacksonville State
University

Richard Williams
University of Alabama
at Birmingham

Dr. Elizabeth Richardson
Huntsville Bible College

Joseph A. Winston
Troy University

Veronica Winston
Huntsville Bible College
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YOUTH
6-11
WEEK

JUNE
6:00PM-8:00PM

2022

MONDAY, JUNE 6-Service Project & Donations to RiahRose
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8-Esther the Play and Game Night
FRIDAY, JUNE 10-Fireside Fellowship
Scan the QR Codes to Register for these events

Join us for

SUNDAY WORSHIP
JUNE 12th | 8:30 am
Minister Nicole "Nikki" Tolliver
Guest Speaker
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What Manner Of Man Is This?
~Man Of Valor~
by Deaconess Denise Long

Leading and Loving
Priest and Provider
Patient and Persistent
Saved and Anointed
Intellectual and Charismatic
Inspirational and Intentional
Intrepidity and Integrous
Confident and Compassionate
Careful and Complete
Content and Committed
Stupendous and Debonaire
Tenacity and Discipline
Faithful and Free
Faithful and Forgiving
Strength is his dwelling place
Stronger than the Rock of Gibraltar
Stronger than 10 packs of ferocious canines.
A soft side you don’t rarely show
You give me a sense of pride and ensure I grow
You are always by my side no matter the tide.
Man of Mighty Valvor!
He’s a vessel of Holy Spirit Power!
His prayers reach your soul.
He makes you feel whole.
Braver than you can believe
It’s a love that’s greater than now and then.
What Manner of Man?
It’s a love without ceaseless end.
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The History of Father's Day
by Sister Cher-Rhonda Woodard-Lynk

Father's Day became a national holiday in the United
States in 1972 during President Richard Nixon's
Administration (almanac.com, 2022). However, the
history goes further to West Virginia when a woman
by the name of Grace Golden Clayton suggested
to the pastor at Williams Memorial Methodist
Episcopal Church South, to hold a service to honor
the 362 men killed in the 1907 coal mining explosion.
Solid progress wasn't made until a woman
named Sonora Smart Dodd began the process
to petition for Father's Day to become a
national holiday. She was also inspired by
a woman named Anna Jarvis, the woman
responsible for the recognition of Mother's Day.
It didn't take long for Dodd's idea to be adopted
by the Spokane Ministerial Association and the
YMCA to set aside a Sunday in June to celebrate
fathers. Ideally, Dodd wanted to observe June
5th, which was her father's birthday, but the
ministers needed more time to prepare their
sermons after celebrating Mother's Day, so they
concluded that on June 19, 1910 and every
year after would be observed as Father's Day.
In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson was the first
United States President to celebrate Father's Day
at a family gathering. President Calvin Coolidge
declared it a national holiday in 1924. In 1966,
President Lyndon Johnson made an official order
for Father's Day to be celebrated on the third Sunday
of June every year. However Father's Day was
not considered a formal holiday until 1972 when
congress settled an Act that on the third Sunday in
June the day would be observed throughout the
nation.
REFERENCES

The History of Father's Day: How Did Father's Day Begin? - Old
Farmer's .... https://www.almanac.com/forgotten-historyfathers-day
https://www.theholidayspot.com/fathersday/history.htm

FMBC MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS

Brother Kirby and Sister
Shelia Stevenson celebrate 38
years of marriage on June 2nd.

Brother James and Sister
Shelley Wyckoff celebrate 49
years of marriage on June 2nd.

Sister Denise Swain will tell
the FMBC story on June 5th at
Steele Street.

Brother Wiley and Sister Chinella
Henderson celebrate 60 years of
marriage on June 10th.

Brother Reggie & Sister Pat
Benson celebrate 30 years of
marriage on June 20th.

Minister Robert and Sister
Harriet Clark celebrate 36
years of marrige on June 28th.
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