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A Note from Pastor Butler

Greetings, Beloved. As we pass 
the halfway point of the 2022 
calendar year, reflect upon the 

mercies of God as they have been 
renewed before us. We began the 
year with an intentional period of 
prayer and consecration in January 
to focus our energy and to generate 
congregational synergy for the 
work God entrusts to us. What a 
meaningful time it was! Then we 
returned to in-person biannual 
fellowship with First Baptist Church 
Governors Drive in February, and 
was inspired by the preaching of Dr. 
Travis Collins, who waded through 
the murky water of America’s original 
sin of racism. In March, we hosted 
a visiting team from the regulatory 
body that accredits our academy 
and, subsequently, received a 
reaffirmation of accreditation 
for the next five years. Special 
commendations go to our Head of 
School, Dr. Tammy Alexander, and 
the school board. April was a busy 
month observing the conclusion of 
Lent during Holy Week, rejoicing 
in the Easter hope, and looking 
toward Pentecost. We celebrated the 
nonagenarians of the congregation 
in May and bestowed upon them the 
Honor of the Griot. Indeed, it was 
a special recognition of the elders. 
And June brought recognition of 
our graduates, spirited fellowship 
among our youth during their annual 
week and fun intergenerational 
engagement during the carnival 
of Family Vacation Bible School. 
Oh, who can forget our kickball 
competition. My muscles sorely 
remember.  

All these events required your 
participation and support. You have 
been stellar in this regard. Now as we 
engage the ministry activities of this 
latter part of the year, I invite you to 
kick into gear with us. First, we will 
share our annual summer revival 
the week of the 11th through the 
14th of this month, under the theme: 
“Lord, Revive Thy Work,” deduced 
from the prayer of Habakkuk (3:2). 
We will be favored to receive the 
preaching ministry of The Reverends 
Claybon Lea of California and 
Christopher Davis of Tennessee. In 
addition, four associate ministers 
to our congregation (3 new and 1 
returning) will present the exposition 
of theme during the week. We are 
all to be present to reconnect with 
each other, to recommit ourselves to 
the ministry, and to reengage in the 
work.  

Then, in August, we will adjust 
our Sunday worship and teaching 
schedule in the following ways. The 
Sunday School hour will begin at 8:15 
a.m., with worship to follow at 9:30 
a.m. The rationale for this change is 
primarily to rebuild and strengthen a 
major Christian education ministry of 
the congregation, and to afford more 
guests and families time to come to 
worship. As the Christian Education 
Committee prepares to resume in-
person Sunday School teaching, 
those classes that have embraced 
a different time or day for meeting 
can continue, with the support of 
the Discipleship Minister. But this 
new schedule will give us ample 
opportunity to sustain consistent 
meetings for discipleship training. To 

be sure, this is not the first time we 
have modified the times of worship 
services – and those previous times 
were before the pandemic that 
changed our worship times in 2020. 
Yes, some have inquired about a 
second service, but the need for its 
return has not yet come, for we still 
must convince many of our member-
families to return to the campus, first. 
Since we are accustomed already to 
meeting in the middle of the start 
times of the former two services, it is 
easier to sustain this beginning time, 
and determine its effects and success 
by the end of the year.  

Another exciting return to our 
congregational life will be Family 
Nights at 3509, beginning the 
first Wednesday in August. Based 
upon the success of the Vacation 
Bible School Model, we will serve 
an evening meal for the family 
and engage in vibrant learning, 
interaction, and fellowship each 
week, with the fifth Wednesday of 
month (when it occurs) concluding as 
an opportunity for intergenerational 
time. The midday study hour will 
continue uninterrupted.  

Please look out for additional 
information concerning the first 
series to be taught in the coming 
weeks, and persue this edition of The 
Communicator to remain informed 
about opportunities for growth, 
engagement, and service in the 
congregation. Let’s make this latter 
half even greater that the former.  
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The Northeast District State Convention
By The Reverend Byron A. Jackson, M.Div., Corresponding Secretary, 

Alabama State Missionary Baptist Convention

The Alabama State Missionary Baptist Convention 
(ASMBC) was founded in 1868 to serve as the 
combined body of Baptist African American 

churches in the state of Alabama. This body works in 
missions, evangelism, and education, to strengthen 
congregations – their pastors and members – to do the 
work of Christ as an informed people. 

Throughout its history, the ASMBC has worked to 
further the cause of all people not just here at home, 
but even abroad. In 1873, the state convention passed 
a motion during a meeting held at the Peace Baptist 
Church (Talladega) to create an institution of theological 
education to educate our young men. The first classes 
were held on January 1, 1878, on the campus of what 
is now known as Selma University. Our mission, in 
addition to our task of being a voice for the masses of 
underserved people, has been the furtherance and 
support of this great institution.

The ASMBC is comprised of four districts that make up 
its entire body. These districts, also known as wings, are 
divided by geographical location, and were formed in 
the early 1900s. The Northeast Convention is gearing 
up to carry out its annual session at the First Missionary 
Baptist Church.

On July 6-7, delegates, pastors and members, of 
churches south of the Tennessee state line, west of 
the Georgia state line, as low as Lafayette, and east 
of I-65 will converge on Huntsville to handle the 
business of this convention. One may ask, what is the 
business of the convention? The convention works to 
provide Christian education opportunities and raise 
funds for the support of Selma University and other 
denominational obligations. This year we will celebrate 
the tenure of faithful service of Presidents Clarence C. 
Carter, Kathleen W. Spradley, and James A. McKinney. 

God has blessed this body to remain steadfast -- 
serving, training, and leading for over a century. Under 
the blessed hope of our heavenly Father, with the 
unwavering faithfulness of the Alabama Baptists, may 

we continue to build upon this rich legacy of leading, 
learning, and loving – continuing the work of impacting 
the world for the cause of Christ.



Celebration of Discipline, The Path to Spiritual Growth by Richard J. Foster
Reviewed by Sister Cher-Rhonda Woodard-Lynk

The Celebration 
of Discipline 
e x p l o r e s 

the Disciplines 
or Spiritual 
Practices of the 
Christian Faith to 
stay connected 
with God. These 
disciplines are 
doors to liberating 

ourselves of all of the hurt, pain, hatred, 
sorrow, and stress that plague us. The 
spiritual disciplines help us to regroove 
our minds, focus on what God wants from 
us, and liberate ourselves from our old 
ways of thinking to focus more on him.  It 
is hard not to think about something God 
has done in our lives and not make a shift 
in our thinking.  

Richard Foster has broken the book into 
three parts that show how each attribute 
of the spirit contributes to our daily lives. 
The Inward Disciplines are necessary to 
help our lives be transformed into a closer 
walk with God, The Outward Disciplines 
are what show up in the way we live and 
how we treat each other, and Corporate 
Disciplines in which everyone must play 
a part.

INWARD DISCIPLINES
The  Discipline (commitment) of 
Meditation
One may ask, “How do you meditate?”. 
Meditation is listening to God’s word, 
reflecting on God’s works, Rehearsing 
God’s deeds, and ruminating (thinking 
and contemplating over and over again) 
on God’s law. Paul writes to the church 
of Philippi, “Finally, brethren, whatever 
things are true, whatever things are noble, 
whatever things are just, whatever things 
are pure, whatever things are lovely, 
whatever things are of good report, if 
there is any virtue and if there is anything 
praiseworthy—meditate on these things.” 
In simple terms, this means loving and 
doing what is right according to God’s 
word. David also lets us know in Psalm 1, 
Blessed is the man who walks not in the 
counsel of the ungodly nor stands in the 
path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the 
scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of 
the LORD, and in His law he meditates 
day and night. 3 He shall be like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water, that brings 
forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also 

shall not wither; and whatever he does 
shall prosper. If you have the discipline 
of meditating and make it a practice, you 
shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of 
water. Receiving constant nourishment 
for growth and you will always be in 
season. We should always keep our minds 
on what God wants us to think about and 
what he has already done in our lives.

The Discipline (commitment) of Prayer
The discipline of prayer is a talking-
through dialogue with God. If we call 
ourselves Christians, we have to have 
a prayer life. Without prayer, we can 
not function. On page 33 of the book 
in paragraph 2 it states, “To pray is to 
change. Prayer is the central avenue God 
uses to transform us. If we are unwilling to 
change, we abandon prayer as a noticeable 
characteristic of our life. The closer we 
come to the heartbeat of God the more 
we see our need and the more we desire 
to be conformed to Christ.” When we bow 
our heads and put our hands together in 
prayer to God, we are opening ourselves 
to transforming into what He wants us to 
be, what He needs us to do, we are giving 
ourselves totally to Him and releasing the 
hold that Satan has on us. We are starting 
a war against whatever is working against 
the will of God. We are saying that God has 
the final say.  When we pray to God, we 
are allowing Him to move and shift things. 
We are saying to God that we know the 
outcome may not change but when we 
come out, we are changed because His 
Grace is sufficient.

The Discipline of Study
On page 62 Foster states, “The purpose 
of the spiritual discipline is the total 
transformation of the person. They aim 
to replace old destructive habits and 
thoughts with life-changing habits and 
thoughts.” He gives us a few scriptures to 
reference:

• Romans 12-Transformation of the 
mind.  
• Philippians 4:8 -Think about these 
things. 

We have so many tools for us to be 
able to study and not be left to our own 
devices. Studying God’s Word allows us 
to transform our minds and we should 
continuously study so that God’s word 
is poured into us. Studying involves 

four steps: repetition, concentration, 
discipline, and reflection. Every time you 
learn something you are simultaneously 
unlearning something. I think of it as every 
time I learn something by practicing these 
disciplines, I am unlearning a bad habit or 
unlearning not to be stressed out about 
things that I cannot change or just simply 
looking at life differently. I am practicing 
keeping myself full of knowledge, faith, 
and wisdom. 

The Discipline of Fasting
Fasting is a spiritual practice that we 
do to stay connected with God and not 
experience spiritual droughts. I know 
people cringe when they hear the word 
fast and that is only because society has 
deemed it necessary that we need to 
have three meals a day and eat a snack 
in between. We have it wrapped up in 
our mind if we haven’t eaten, we are on 
the verge of starvation. Imagine how 
easy fasting would be if we focused and 
meditated on God. 

OUTWARD DISCIPLINES-EXTERIOR LIFE
We embrace our Outward Disciplines so 
our lives can be radically transformed as 
a child of God. Our Outward Disciplines 
show up in the way we live and show up 
everywhere we show up. A life dedicated 
to the following.

• Simplicity-Solitude
• Submission
• Service

CORPORATE DISCIPLINES
We practice Corporate Disciplines through 

• Worship
• Guidance
• Celebration

I have given some of the key factors 
that Foster mentions in this book, but 
I highly recommend that you read 
Richard Foster’s book for yourself. Foster 
goes more in-depth with the discipline 
practices that can help on the journey of 
renewal this season. Our FMBC Summer 
Revival is focused on renewal and only 
through meditation, prayer, fasting, 
study, solitude, submission, service, and 
celebration, can we live together with 
integrity and love.
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The Celebration of Discipline explores 
the Disciplines or Spiritual Practices of 
the Christian Faith to stay connected 
with God. These disciplines are doors to 
liberating ourselves of all of the hurt, pain, 
hatred, sorrow, and stress that plague 
us. The spiritual disciplines help us to 
regroove our minds and focus on what 
God wants from us and liberate ourselves 
from our old ways of thinking to focus 
more on him.  It is hard not to think about 
something God has done in our lives and 
not make a shift in our thinking.  

Richard Foster has broken the book into 
3 parts that show how each attribute of 
the spirit contributes to our daily lives. 
The Inward Disciplines are necessary to 
help our lives be transformed into a closer 
walk with God, The Outward Disciplines 
are what show up in the way we live and 
how we treat each other, and Corporate 
Disciplines are what everyone must play 
a part in.

 The Inward Disciplines lead to spiritual 
transformation. Spiritual transformation 
is necessary so that we can be in sync 
with God and the way that we do that 
is through the discipline of meditation, 
the discipline of prayer, the discipline 
studying God’s Word, and fasting. 

The discipline (commitment) of 
Meditation
One may ask, “How do you meditate?”. 
Meditation is listening to God’s Word, 
reflecting on God’s Works, Rehearsing 
God’s Deeds, and Ruminating (thinking 
and contemplating over and over again) 
on God’s Law. When we do these things, 
we regroove our mind and reshape our 
thinking then our behavior will change. In 
Philippians 4:8, Paul writes to the church 
of Philippi, “Finally, brethren, whatever 
things are true, whatever things are 
noble, whatever things are just, whatever 
things are pure, whatever things are 
lovely, whatever things are of good 
report, if there is any virtue and if there 
is anything praiseworthy—meditate on 
these things.” In simple terms, this means 
loving and doing what is right according 
to God’s word. David also lets us know in 
Psalm 1, Blessed is the man Who walks 
not in the counsel of the [a]ungodly, Nor 
stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in 
the seat of the scornful; 2 But his delight 
is in the law of the LORD, And in His law 
he [b]meditates day and night. 3 He shall 
be like a tree
Planted by the [c]rivers of water, That 
brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose 
leaf also shall not wither;
And whatever he does shall prosper. If 
you have the discipline of meditating and 
make it a practice, you shall be like a tree 

planted by the rivers of water. Receiving 
constant nourishment for growth and you 
will always be in season. We should always 
keep our minds on what God wants us to 
think about and what he has already done 
in our lives.

The discipline (commitment) of Prayer
The discipline of prayer is a talking-
through dialogue with God. If we call 
ourselves Christians, we have to have 
a prayer life. Without prayer, we can 
not function. On page 33 of the book 
in paragraph 2 it states, “To pray is to 
change. Prayer is the central avenue God 
uses to transform us. If we are unwilling 
to change, we Abandon prayer as a 
noticeable characteristic of our life. The 
closer we come to the heartbeat of God 
the more we see our need and the more we 
desire to be conformed to Christ.” When 
we bow our heads and put our hands 
together in prayer to God, we are opening 
ourselves to transforming into what He 
wants us to be, what He needs us to do, 
we are giving ourselves totally to Him and 
releasing the hold that Satan has on us. 
We are starting a war against whatever is 
working against the Will of God. We are 
saying that God has the final say.  When 
we pray to God, we are allowing to move 
and shift things. We are saying to God that 
we know the outcome may not change 
but when we come out, we are changed 
because His Grace is sufficient.

Part 2 of the book talks about The 
Discipline of Study. On page 62 Foster 
states, “The purpose of the spiritual 
discipline is the total transformation 
of the person. They aim to replace old 
destructive habits and thoughts with life-
changing habits and thoughts.” He gives 
us a few scriptures to reference:

 Romans 12:2- Transformation 
of the mind. (Which is one of my favorite 
scriptures)
 Philippians 4:8 -Think about 
these things. 

We have so many tools for us to be 
able to study and not be left to our own 
devices. Studying God’s Word allows us 
to transform our minds and we should 
continuously study so that God’s Word 
is poured into us. Studying involves 
four steps, repetition, concentration, 
discipline, and reflection. Every time you 
learn something you are simultaneously 
unlearning something. I think of it as every 
time I learn something by practicing these 
disciplines, I am unlearning a bad habit or 
unlearning not to be stressed out about 
things that I cannot change or just simply 
looking at life differently. I am practicing 
keeping myself full of knowledge, faith, 

and wisdom. 

The discipline of Fasting
Fasting is a spiritual practice that we 
do to stay connected with God and not 
experience spiritual droughts. I know 
people cringe when they hear the word 
fast and that is only because society has 
deemed it necessary that we need to 
have three meals a day and eat a snack 
in between. We have it wrapped up in our 
mind if we haven’t eaten, we are on the 
verge of starvation. I have said it myself, 
however, there are days that I have gone 
without having a meal until later in the 
evening. Those were days that a was busy 
doing something and had not realized I 
hadn’t eaten until my stomach growled, 
of course, but I was done with the task 
that I was engulfed in.  Imagine how 
easy fasting would be if we focused and 
meditated on God. 

Outward Disciplines-exterior life
We embrace our Outward Disciplines so 
our lives can be radically transformed as 
a child of God. Our 
Outward disciplines show up in the way 
we live and show up everywhere we show 
up. A life dedicated to the following.
 Simplicity-Freedom Duplicity 
-bondage, fear, anxiety (look up 
synonyms) (Ecclesiastes 7:30) God made 
man simple not complex). Our complex 
problems are our own devices. 
 Solitude
 Submission
 Service- People use to be glad to 
serve and make a difference and helped 
someone.  But now people want to be 
paid to serve. Sometimes we act like we 
are entitled, and we forget that even Jesus 
served people. It pays to serve Jesus with 
the right heart and with love.  

Corporate Disciplines
Confession- page 145 Confession is a 
difficult Disciple for us because we all 
too often view the believing community 
as a fellowship of saints before we see it 
as a fellowship of sinners. We practice 
corporate Disciplines through worship, 
guidance, and celebration.

I have given some of the key factors, 
but highly recommend that you read 
Richard Foster’s book for yourself. Foster 
goes more in-depth with the discipline 
practices that can help on the journey of 
renewal this season. Our FMBC Summer 
Revival is focused on renewal and only 
through meditation, prayer, fasting, 
study, solitude, submission, service, and 
celebration, we can live together with 
integrity and love.
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JRS CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER AND ACADEMY
By Dr. Tammy Alexander, Interim Head of School

As an educator, I have often 
wondered where people got the 
idea that teachers did not work 

in the summer. Personally, when 
people would comment, “teachers 
have a three-month vacation” or “it 
must be nice to have the summer 
off”, I would pause, take a deep 
breath, and then respond.  I don’t 
know many teachers who are truly 
“off” June and July.  If they are 
not tutoring, working in a summer 
program at their school or attending 
professional development, they are 
planning for the upcoming school 
year.  Teaching is year-round and 
when you step into the hallways 
of JRS CDCA or happen to see the 
FMBC vans traveling throughout 
Northwest Huntsville, you will 
see that our Summer Camp 2022 
is in full swing.  This year we have 

over 60 campers enjoying bowling, 
skating, swimming, and splash pad 
activities throughout the week. 
We also added BritFit, a Music and 
Movement class that focuses on 
health, wellness and fitness for 
our Pre K4 and Kindergarten Class.  
Even though we are taking a break 
from our usual academic rigor, 
it’s not ALL fun and games.  We 
have included math and reading 
to ensure that those attending 
don’t lose skills learned during the 
academic school year.  I’ve even 
noticed a few scholars bringing 
their summer reading books to 
camp. Once again, Ms. Fomby is 
coordinating our camp activities.  
The summer camp program ends 
July 15th. 
 
 We are already busy planning for 

the 2022-23 school year.  In just 
four weeks, we will begin another 
year of learning at the JRS Child 
Development Center and Academy.  
We are partnering with Alabama A 
& M University Foreign Language 
Department to teach Spanish to our 
Pre-K 4 and Kindergarten scholars.  
We are hoping to expand that to all 
grade levels as we secure additional 
volunteers.  One of our parents, 
Dr. Gholston, is coordinating this 
partnership. 

We are hoping to add Upward 
Sports, beginning with basketball 
and cheerleading.  Look for ways 
you can volunteer in the coming 
months.   
 
June and July at JRS CDCA….the 
pictures tell our story. 
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Revive Us Again, Lord!

We are prayerfully and eagerly embarking upon 
revival 2022 at FMBC.  Revive us again O Lord, 
Revive us again! When we earnestly reflect over 

the past year, how many of us can truthfully admit 
that “we” have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory? 
According to Romans 3:23, “… all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God.” 
 
The word revive means to bring back to life or to 
restore—ultimately meaning to restore our relationship 
with the Lord.  Revelation 3:15 reminds us, “I know your 
works; you are neither cold nor hot. I wish that you were 
either cold or hot. So, because you are lukewarm and 
neither cold nor hot, I am about to spit you out of my 
mouth.”

Revival is also about proclaiming Jesus Christ to the 
lost, and restoring life back to God’s people.  The Bible 
gives us many examples of “revivals” of His people.  In 
the Old Testament, the children of Israel constantly fell 
into apostasy whenever there was no Judge or Pastor, 
to lead them.  According to Judges 2:7, the children of 
Israel served God all the days of Joshua, and after the 
death of Joshua, they fell into apostasy.  Therefore, God 
continuously raised up judges to deliver the children of 
Israel.  

In this present time, the people of God have again 
fallen away from God, into a backslidden condition.  
In Habakkuk 3:1-2 the prophet cries out to the Lord, “I 
have heard all about you, LORD. I am filled with awe by 
your amazing works. In this time of our deep need, help 
us again as you did in years gone by. And in your anger, 
remember your mercy.” During this season of Revival, 
It is our desire that God will Revive us again! Revive us 
again O Lord, please, Revive us again!

God gave us the formula for revival in 2 Chronicles 7:14. 
“If my people who are called by My name will humble 
themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin and heal their land.”

In the United States, the first revival, also called the 
First Great Awakening, produced an upsurge among 
Protestants in the 1730s and 1740s, carving a permanent 
mark on religious experiences in America.  Through 
the power of these great awakenings, authoritative, 
charismatic preaching penetrated the hearts and 
stirred souls of the people, convicting them of their sins, 
and most importantly offering salvation through Jesus 
Christ.

Here at FMBC, we are praying for a great outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit, and changed lives through the power of 
God’s word.  It is our sincere prayer that each member 
is compelled to pray more, study God’s word more, 
worship God more, and use their spiritual gifts, talents, 
skills, and abilities for the glory of God.  As Christians, 
we desire to be on fire for the Lord.  It is also our earnest 
prayer and desire that sinners will repent and accept 
Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  

As we enter into this season of revival, think on these 
words penned by the renowned hymnist W.P. Mackay: 
Revive us again-fill each heart with Thy love, May each 
soul be rekindled with fire from above.  Hallelujah, 
Thine the glory! Hallelujah, amen! Hallelujah, Thine the 
glory! Revive us again!

By The Reverend Dr. Janette Kotey and Minister Mayann Scott

 IN PERSON AND LIVESTREAM 
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Summer Revival Preachers

Rev. Dr. Christopher B. Davis, Sr. is widely regarded 
as a “Preacher’s Preacher”.  For nearly 30 years, 
Dr. Davis has attempted to preach, teach, and 

reach at the intersection of text and context.  It is his abiding 
belief that if the Gospel is to be relevant, it must be real.  Thus, 
giving birth to a theology that informs sociology.  His mission for 
ministry remains the same, to take God’s Word to a hurting and 
lost generation, as he follows his God-given mandate to “Build 
Believers to Build the Kingdom”

As senior pastor of St. Paul Baptist Church since 2000, Dr. Davis 
leads one of the most vibrant churches in Memphis.  In the last 
twenty years, the nearly 150-year-old church has grown from 
approximately 200 members to over 1800.  In addition to his 
work as a local church pastor, he also serves as President of the 
Tennessee Baptist Missionary and Educational Convention, Inc.  
A native of Proctor, Arkansas, Dr. Davis was called at the age 
of twenty-one to preach God’s Word.  He was licensed in the 
gospel ministry in 1994, and subsequently ordained in 1996.  He 
graduated with Bachelor of Arts Degrees from the University of 
Arkansas, Fayetteville and Arkansas Baptist College.  He earned 
the Master of Arts in Religion degree (Cum Laude) from Memphis 
Theological Seminary in Memphis, Tennessee.  

In June 2007, Rev. Davis received the Doctor of Ministry Degree 
with special emphasis on Preaching and Leadership from the 
United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio.  He is presently 
a candidate for the Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) Degree in 
Leadership, Anderson University, Anderson, South Carolina.  
Additional studies were completed at Regents Park College, 
University of Oxford, Oxford, England.  He also holds the honorary 
Doctor of Divinity Degree from Arkansas Baptist College.

Dr. Davis has received numerous awards and recognition.  One of 
the more notable includes,  being named one of the “20 to Watch” 
by The African American Pulpit Journal.  This list is announced 
every three years and clergy throughout the country are 
nominated.  Dr. Davis has been inducted into the Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Board of Preachers and 
Collegium of Scholars of Morehouse 
College.  His sermons, Deliverance 
Brought by Death and Living on the 
Left Side of God have been published 
in the African American Pulpit 
Journal.  Dr. Davis also previously 
served as a member of the Advisory 
Board of The African American Pulpit.

Dr. Davis was a contributor to The 
African American Lectionary, a 
collaborative project with the Kelly Miller Smith Institute of the 
Divinity School, Vanderbilt University.  This resource is an online, 
Ecumenical Preaching and Worship Lectionary.  He contributed 
to I’m Challenged: Daily Meditations for Christian Living, published 
2009, Grant House Publishers.  He’s presently a contributor to 
Working Preacher, a Revised Common Lectionary Commentary 
for Bi-Vocational Clergy sponsored by Luther Seminary.

Dr. Davis serves as Associate Professor of Preaching and Pastoral 
Ministry and Associate Dean of Doctoral Studies at Memphis 
Theological Seminary, Memphis, Tennessee.  His additional 
commitments include his work as a member of the Board of 
Directors for the Rise Foundation, Sisters Network, Inc., Greater 
Whitehaven Economic Development Corporation, Board of 
Trustees of Lemoyne-Owen College, Baptist Health Sciences 
University, American Baptist College, and the Board of Visitors at 
West Africa Theological Seminary, Lagos, Nigeria, where he also 
serves as an adjunct preaching professor.  

In addition, Dr. Davis is an avid golfer, spades player, aspiring 
chef and life member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.

Dr. Davis is married to the lovely Rhonda Richardson Davis and 
together they share five amazing children – Christopher II, Jaden, 
Allie, Jenna, and Savanna.

Dr. Claybon Lea, Jr. is the 
Senior Pastor of Mount 
Calvary Baptist Church in 

Fairfield and Suisun City, CA where he 
has served since 1999. He is the father 
of four remarkable children: Claybon 
III, Jillian, Christopher, and Jessica. 
A widely known and highly sought 
after preacher, teacher, lecturer, and 
leader, Dr. Lea has been blessed to 
travel the world sharing his gifts to 
the glory of God. A believer that "a 

call to preach is a call to preparation".

Dr. Lea has earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Religion from 
Morehouse College (where he was inducted into the Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Board of Preachers), a Master of Divinity degree 
from Union Theological Seminary, a Doctor of Ministry degree 
from United Theological Seminary, and a Doctor of Philosophy 
degree in Biblical Studies from Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary where he graduated with highest honors having written 
his dissertation on The Hermeneutics of Desmond Tutu. Dr. Lea 
serves on several boards and committees on local, state, and 
national levels. He is the immediate past Vice-President of the Far-
West Region of the National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., a proud 
member of Omega Psi Phi, Incorporated, and a lifetime member 
of the NAACP. In addition, Dr. Lea is the author of "Lessons from a 
Dying Savior", a contributing author to multiple works, including 
"God's Word and Our Words”, and in February, he released his 
second book, "Giant Lessons From David: Managing the Journey 
of Success".
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FMBC INTERGENERATIONAL FAMILY 
WORSHIPPING, WORKING, AND PLAYING TOGETHER
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BETTER KNOW A MEMBER
Deacon David Thompson

Deacon David G. Thompson  united with FMBC in 1986 after moving to Huntsville as 
a newlywed. He put his gifts of service and helping others to good use right away, 
joining the Intermediate Ushers and Congregational Care/Lay ministries.

After becoming a father, he volunteered his technological and long-range planning skills 
in support of the church’s newly- developing Child Development Center and Academy in 
various roles within the Parent Teacher Organization and as a school board member for 
several terms to the present.

In 1999, he was ordained a Deacon at FMBC and has since honored his commitment to 
serve God and his church in multiple capacities including the TV Broadcast Ministry, 
Brotherhood Ministry, Witnessing Team, Prayer Ministry, and as Deacon/Official Board 
Chair.

Deacon Thompson has been a loyal employee of the Tennessee Valley Authority for 42 years. In his spare time, he 
enjoys lending a helping hand to others; raising cattle and maintaining his family’s farm with his brothers in his 
hometown of Florence, AL.; spending time talking and listening to God in nature; and enjoying quality time with 
his wife of 37 years, daughter, grandson, and extended family and friends.

Operations & Maintenance Committee Updates

In an effort to ensure that all of our members have safe and convenient access to the campus, the Trustee O&M Committee and 
church staff are working on the following projects.

1. Handicap Parking Spaces  - We will assess and ensure handicap parking lot spaces are the appropriate size and that the 
current handicap signs on the pavement are painted facing the correct direction.  Some of the faded handicap signs will also be 
replaced and we will move the handicap parking signs closer to the sanctuary entrance. In addition, the Parking Ministry will 
continue monitoring the handicap parking spaces to ensure those parked there have a handicap tag or placard and will reserve 
additional parking spots for those with mobility concerns.

2. Handicap Access Ramps – We have a total of nine ramps or potential ramps in our parking lot and currently only one ramp is 
wheelchair accessible. We will assess the needs and increase the number of wheelchair accessible ramps as needed.  

3. Sanctuary Entrance Near Choir Loft – We will assess and reconfigure the height of the stairs at this point of egress. Currently, 
there is a large drop off after the first two steps (see attached pictures).

4. Parking Lot Lighting - We will continue to replace the blown light bulbs in the parking lot and assess the need to add additional 
lighting. 
                       ~Sam Morris, Chair, O&M Committee
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WANT TO BE SHOWN
 IN THE COMMUNICATOR?

Email a picture and your information of an 
anniversary or accomplishment to

 clynk@fmbc.org
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FMBC MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS

Deacon Richard and 
Deaconess Cynthia Twitty 

celebrate 34 years of marriage 
on July 8th.

Deacon Anthony and 
Deaconess Erlene Adams 

celebrate 24 years of marriage 
on July 18th.

Sister Dion Lucas  was elected 
to serve on The Board of 

Directors at the University of 
Missouri - Kansas City.

Doctor Janette Kotey has 
published her first children's 

book, "I am Blessed and 
Highly Flavored!" Available 

now on Amazon

Brother Ozell and Sister Betty 
Brunson celebrate 55 years of 

marriage on July 16th.

Brother Bill and Sister Doris 
Carter celebrate 42 years of 

marriage on July 26th.
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